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According to the cowuc of 1033. rsoco had Θ,000,000 
inhabitantst 5,456,000 of whoa wore rural .broilers -^L 
2,544,000 city hollers. / >a parison of ;o consul figures 
of 103'J cd th those of tico preceding ec.-isuo, 1 26, proves 
tlxc/u the rural jopulatio:: is d*.: .nishi eg· Th< total number 
of inhabitants aas been inerccwin ; at n a ror age rate of 
80,000 a Ivar, 'pproxiuatoly GO/ of -.Ro ar?am’ population 
11 ye in the 6 largest cities: of kresck . a MLS, irons, 
Ga Vol , '. ·:■.?? .’ valja. ' ■ ‘/’t · ' \
no national minorities. There arc scc-’cely 200,000 persons 
who aro not of "•rook ancestry.

The rural population is conposod mostly of sraall land 
owners who cultivate their soil dtii Tro he J.;.·’ of i.iembere of 
their fanilios. Duo to the timju. s tse or uiie properties, 
lack of capital and of technical equip sent, nd of difficult 
ooil, the economic situation of the f'aTiing ocrpulaticn is 
fru' Iron satisfactory. It must be rocagxf. :;cd,’ however, that 
considerable progress was achieved dur.n,- the democratic 
refine, instituted by the Literal Democratic arty under the 
late Vend solos. The Liberal fanocratla forty seised poser 
in 1910 and rsWrinsd in row, ulbli brief ini rrautiona, 
urTU 1938. After the death of Venisolos in 1936, the'party 
was led by a otoraittoe composed of the two forma r prime 
mi ·:. , '-Cl V <
Sc/ioci 7<yiaeloa, sen of the lido st

’’’he Vsnisslos Forty abolished t ;β old rural system 
un .or which the peasants virtuolly ;jid boor; she -serfs of the 
largo landowners, and it distributed soil to the peasants. 
Var t programs of Melioration and irrigation wore developed. 
!Io Land was «ado available for cultlv tlcn. The Vonizolos 
For ty organised formrs* cooperatives nd founded the Agri­
cultural state Bank, through which the faruors were freed 
frer. the plague of the usurers. It appointed agricultural 

ra in each district to disseminate 
scientific methode of agricultural work. It established 
tobacco and cotton institutes, promote- t!« in tons Ivo use 
of artificial fertilisers, and created a laboratory for 
special studios about the Lost possible use of the’ soil.

Because of those measures, the annual -rain production, 
which had averaged 400,000 tons between 1924 ano 1032, in­
creased to 700,000 tons. Other agricu turol products likewise 
inorsasod. However, the economic situation of the agricul- 
tur.al population in. Greece is still incdecuate. The average
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annual incocie of a far: ,sz?'s larillp· '..■ . rec.·:, e, c a . sti ··.· o.·. 
5 persons, is not nsro than >110 (at > n cocchcnyo rate of 
15C Crook drachms for I). The slturr ica rf the fam 
labororc is oven worse. There are about 100,000 fam 
labororc oarninc not more than GO draclxiee- a day end work- 
in; or an average of 120 days ο year, it -· ans that 
their annual incase is CO.

Ms cost of living Ln Greece orV.r to the war was 
lower than in hierica. nevertheless, ...rt alc un ■emourz.sh- 
aent, a iiich rate of 1 font : .ortality . .·■■ ■-d.da'x "sa-. tuosr- 
culosis exist as result of lew ‘.uccio.

The working population ; . ths ci· ic·. '· *-·’ no bettor 
condition. Defers the Italian rocs on, there were 
1,002,000 workers in Greece between »r aj.oc of IS am uO, 
352,000 bein'; wonen. Child labor has .son prohibited, ana 
there ore very few workers above GO ye jcs of aye.

Ms 1,002,COO workers oorclatcu -f the follovlnG:

140,000 civil servants, . loycos of public 
enterprises and banks

102,000 Comoro lol crp.loyos 
93,000 in liberal profess ona

390,000 h*>avy Industry
165,000 XL. ht.. industry
170,.000 indue.tri process a «ieultaffirt products 
120,000 transport
70,000 build-in ; trades
60,000 raorchant narino an . fishermen
00,000 health and sanitation services
30,000 industry process ini, dairy and other 

animl products
31,000 public utilities
40,000 oininG
25,000 praphlo industries
55,000 miscellaneous co cu· at lens

During the depression of 1931-1934, ths naxtan number 
of uncnoloyed in Oroocs was between 12 ’,000 and 190,000. 
About 50,000 nape earners wore part tine employees. Dime 
then the industrial recovery Gradually absorbed the unoa- 
cloyed and there were virtually none left at tiV tins of ths 
It .1 Lan a pyro 2 s icn.

In 1940 a specialised -Greek work-r earned on the a versus 
'"■* to bC α ’,λλ1'· at an oxehsr<y rats c.? 130 dracliaes for 1. 
Hawn’s wanes wire much lower and rarely exceeded p2 or 3 a 
week, Ltader these conditions ^i-io li.ee. of ^ne »-red wor..sr
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was^ very. difficult. For an apartment of two snail rooms 
with a kitchenette, no bathrocn, ho had to spend about 2G;i 
of nis income., Only the Orosi: repatriated from Asia liinor 
after tao Greek-Turkish './ar were somewhat better housed, since 
the government had to build now houses for then.

Since 1936 wages imvo li .or cased by about 20;J, but the 
ccst of living rose 30£to 40£. This was largely duo to the 
waste and the omboszloment of the Uotaxas dictatorship.

At present the situation of the worker and the entire 
population lias become tragically disastrous. 'Jnonploynent 
has reached staggering hoists since nany enterprises ore 
closed or work on a greatly roducod schedule owing to the 
scarcity of raw materials. On tho other liand, rest workers 
prefer to remain idle, even a1; tho risk of starving, rather 
than to work for tho benefit of tho basis. The only enter- 
prisos woruing at xui.. capacity, paying ; jo.< wages ti*6 supple— 
laontory rationing carls arc those cither directly seized by 
tho i’azls or nor;ring for the German war effort, although under 
Grook management.

Evon in enterprises not werkirzg for 
salaries have been increased by 400>, but 
risen to enormous heighto, fanin 
especially is affected.

t :o German war effort, 
since prices have 
The working class

Since Groooo is prodoiiinantly an agricultural country of 
small land and shop owners, uhore industrialization started 
late, social legislation and the labor laovemont began at a 
comparatively recent date. In 1024 the most progressive wing 
of tlio Vonizcloo Party created tho Greek workers’ and Peasants’ 
Party under the leadership of tho late Ur. fapanastasiovt. he 
had been binistor in tho cabinets of hr. Vonizdlba several 
times,, and Prine binistor twice. This party, although not 
affiliated with the Labor and Socialist International, nover- 
theloac can be defined as the first socialist party in Greece. 
It was never able to attain a parliamentary majority, but 
polled up to 200,000 votes of a total of 1,400,000 voters.

In 1922 tho Cousunist Party was established in Greece, 
under the principles and regulations of the Third International, 
affiliated with Lloscow, from where it received its funds and 
its political directives. It published a daily paper, "The 
Radical," and numerous panphlots, posters and other propaganda 
material. Tho Comunist Party, however, never had more than 
20,000 member a and even in the general elections of January, 
1936, when tho Comunist party appeared to have won considerable
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influence throughout tho country, it polled only 100,000 votes. 
At least 110,000 of those votes wore gl’ven by sympathizers 
who, without enbracing the Communist Party pro yr an, wanted 
to protoot against the acceptance of tho return of tho Ling 
bp the other art!os and aco.lr.st the destruction of the 
republican constitution by a shamelessly falsified plebiscite*

It actually was the abolition of tho republican consti­
tution of 1927 and tho restoration of tho I liny by re-ostablish- 
ing the royalist constitution of 1911, c hined with the 
terrorist measures adopted for the suppression of the demo­
cratic elements which resulted in conditions favoring Com­
munist propaganda. Under those circumstances tho Connuxiists 
wore able to present their party and their program as the 
only means of opposition to tho dictatorial policy of tho I liny.

nevertheless, there was no "Ccm j nlst darigor' hr Greece. 
Tho royal government of hotazar. used such on alloyed danger 
merely 5n order to justify the establishment of his dictator­
ship. Tho incidents quoted by tho lb taxes government for that 
purpose wore stayed by tho ar.o.its of the police, according to 
pro-concOlvod .. lens.

As soon as tho dictatorship of Ro toxas was established, 
it suppressed, along with all other liberties, the right of 
labor to organize. Unions wore dissolved and tho'workers 
wore onliotod in government sponsor» orgo?. Lzutions patterned 
after tho Razi,and particularly after the Italian Fascist, 
models. Tho active elements of the labor movement were 
eliminated by atrocious persecutions. Rot only was tiro 
Communist 7 art' outlawed and its members arrested and Jailed, 
but workers dororoicod as "leftist ay. utilizers" wore deported.

Λ. Ij1rαΐ■ 30^fl.r..z,rl: ser ■>:. , Oi.crii oi tho 
Labor 1,111 . l < . ■ . of » ' ’ . ’ al
opinions years ago, was appointed by lie toxas as Under-Socre- 
tary of Labor and general secretary of the General Federation 
of tabor, re-organized according to the "corporative pattern 
of tho Italian Fascists. Dinitratos irnediatoly abandoned 
all contacts with tho international labor movement and with 
tho International Labor Office in Geneva. Io removed from 
office all elected loaders of the unions and replaced them 
with people he appointed and whoso qualification was their 
devotion to tho '’.otaxas dictatorship.

Tho dictatorship did take stops to improve labor con­
ditions, such as wage increases, regulation of working hours, 
collective bargaining. The general s’tuation of tlie workers, 
however, deteriorated and the majority of tho Greek workers 
ha rod and des ised the i'ciaxas regime intensely.
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Those lai 
collaborate wit 
to f leo. Polit 
coosod. Tho rl 
members of tho

;r leaders who woro honest enough not to 
i Dinitrates wore either doportod or forced 
Leal activity in tho interest of tho workers 
'.it of tho labor orca J. sat ions to appoint two
Senate was aboilshou. In fact tho donate 

22 .d I aril anont wore dissolved Of the lost too Senator
who Γ" .".rosont od labor. Hr. hai.u.Iris ice■ i 1 a position 
offered to him by Dlnitratos, and Hr. £gan.".elou. a former 
aocrotor;· of tho Union of tho horkors in the Graphic In­
dustries, refused any collaboration 1th tho dictatorship 
and therefor© 'ias been persocutod. ’.'is prestige aiaonr; the 
workers was thereby auijaoatod.

21ie londin.; labor off io lain, especially tho general 
oocrotorlea of tho local federations .In Pirous, Salonilai, 
Kavalla, of tho Chamber of Labor in likens, of tho 1'edora- 
tiono of Nailroad Workers, the Tobacco Workers, tho workers 
in idio Gra ii^.c xndusurloo, the Hoary ta.- < i ot-iers 
Mrs either deported to concentration ctrips on distant 
islands or placed under strict police survcfllxnco. The 
sane fato woe shared by tho Communist leaders, amonc when 
wore 12 members of the last Chamber of L'eyutios which was
elected on January 26, 1906, and diosolvoc. on Auyust 4, 1936.
The secretary' General of the Communist Party, ir. Zuchoi'iados, 
who liad boon trained in bos cow, was doportod.

fovlforrier Co:muni.st '?.. ulers, xon;; them Deputy
S?-.lavalnae,Jv/ore brib'd and corruptby the dictatorship 

y.-.-ols r a v'dn j .porta? t 1·.; munist 
cotlsovoidod police persecution al continued. undorepound 
activities, masked under the jonoral popular resistance 
against tho hated dictatorial regime.

■fnon the Italian aggroSLion started on October 23, 1940, 
the working ©lass responded, unanimously and eagerly, as did 
the entire nation, to'tho call to orris. Tho 'rook worker 
considered the war against tho Italian, invader not merely 
as a campaign for national indopendonco, but as a war ape.Inst 
a’l dictator ships, imposed by a particularly despised Eing· 
tie Lfetaxas nogino, which conducted tho war not as a national 
affair but as an affair of its partisan regime, refused to 
alloi? political exiles and political prisoners to be sent 
to tho front lines against tho Fascist enemy.

It is rciiarkablo that even the Jonaunist Party of Greece 
was in full agro orient with the entire nation, although at that 
tine I ioscow had instructed the Communist Parties outside 
BuMiATfl sabetefco the war efforts of their countries.
LIr( Zachrriado.oAyencral secretary of tho arty, published a 
nitri^festo urging;■&» frock do: mmuists to fulfill their 
p-. .?■ * ■—— ' the war acai lot al . Inc . . a. for d< io­
crat is liberties.
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After the conquest of Greece by the Gomans, the 
Quisling government established in Athene under General 
Tsolakoglou continued the policy of ths royal dictatorship 
with regard to the working class. The Ilazi invaders pro­
hibited any kind of labor organisation since tho workers 
wore aiaong the first to start resistance. The tobacco 
workers of .nvalla had already rn.de .sir first, violent 
moves of resistance around hay 25, 1941, in tho very first 
days of the occupation.

In spite of all noasures by tho invaders and by their 
DO ailed government, ths Greek workers did not disarm -hoy 
organized clandestine groups and cor.tinuod to fight, .-articu­
lar ly by neons of sabotage. At present, calls exist on a 
union-like basis, with the virtually exclusive task of con­
tinuing and increasing acts of resister co and preparing 
action for tho day of an Allied landing.

Unfortunately the underground work is hampered by two 
maZer factors: (1) The Uctarrns police, although Lt was 
careful enough to destroy its secret archives of ano auroto 
Speciale" when it evacuated tho capital, ’forgot to aestroy 
the dossiers giving all tho necessary· derails about all 
persons classified as Conaunist syr>.mtlilzors, but actually 
comprising former liberals, Republicans and Labor it os. Those 
contain names, addresses, parentage, educational and r>ro- 
fossional background. This disastrous and inexplicable 
"forgetfulness*5 enabled tlic Germans to seize t/.eso persons, 
Tho folico III.-.later oi > ·· ■ - :t in Athens,
through Police upife. . Poly ebre-i■·o'-rulos I)n Id .n --i ate 
collaLorut: r of IL . -,χ,Α..—·A------- — eo:’ .
ho toxas) „ί~ l Si rf-*»1* <'*;t -- c ?i xontratlon
camps, where unny have since died, including tno journal's «ο, 
Corvounis and Stcumas. (2) Uhen oho Ung and ids govom- 
xx’nt, >aider g'- ‘gsouloros, - t .. ■ ..at ©t
April 22, 41 loft behind ’old.ee Ilinistorploniadalds )
and Gonori Cavroko  appointed xail’.tary governor f tne 
canital "to"' aw and order until the arrival o
Gorman troons." Uaniadakis used this interval, tho last 
days of Greek national liberty, to order tho arrest of many 
well-known democrats. T/hen the Genjanc occ’-g .co Atxions on 
Kuril 27th, they found those people Ln prison, kept then 
there until the/ start of their war against Aussie, and then n 
sent then to concentration camps as "suspected of Ccmunlaa.

For those two reasons many of tlie rest active and 
determined anti-l’azis and influential democrats wore absent 
when the labor organizations wore reconstituted on a clan­
destine basis unci tho secret groups of resistance were Pernod.
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Thoso underground labor groups are based upon the cores 
of the r:oat important former labor organizations, particu­
larly the Federation of Tobacco Workers (especially important 
in Salonika), the Federation of Railroad and Streetcar 
Workers, the Federation of Workers in the heavy Industry, the 
Federation of Workers in the Graphic Industries (snail In 
number but very active and of pre at moral Influence) and the 
local federations of labor in Pireus and Salonika.

Previously there also existed many professional organi­
zations, such os the Confederation of Commercial iiaployoGS, 
League of Journalists, Federation of hank Ik-ployoca, Union 
of Civil Servants, Union of Municipal Officials. Some of 
Idieso organizations are still alleged raider tho occupation, 
but they ore very strictly controlled and concern thorns elves 
exclusively with the procuring of alull additional food 
rations for their nonbore and their families.

Apart from the Corr.run!st Party the Greek workers liavG 
not formed now political croups. They belong to those parties 
which succeeded each other in the government. Those wore 
the follow inp croups:

llx-^ί; rty, founded by the late Ur. Vsniaelos and
Xod after his death by a committee presided over by Ur.
Sofoulis, farmer Prime sinister, spodkor of the last Chanbox·
(which was Zissolved by .'.'etoxas). Pho liberal arty was 
nu.Vricall/ the strongest croup. It had won half of all

(f .a.koi' if Ito u ·, *.os ut the last .-.oral election
Since tlion Its moral prestige has uncrossed t-c ’J·· vc s 
always tho spokesman of Greek do; iocracy and of the alliance 
with the western powers against Germany.

2) The former Royalist forty, formerly led by Ur. Tsaldorls. 
After Ills death it split up into two factions:

a) The Popular Royalist Party, which has gradually, 
disintegrated, Its solo representatives today are throe ) 
politicians of secondary importance, Ur. Hjno Tsaldaris 
(nephew of the fbpicr party leader), the fofnac. L'inista>z 
George Pesmtaoglpu, and Ur. Constantin Tsal:opoulos7_*3oputy 
οχ Tripolitza in the Peloponneses. _______ 

\b) The conservative Party, under Ir. Joi in Thootokis, 
This ^oVp-hSa taken the initiative in 105C for the res­
toration of the monarchy and tho return of tho present Hing. 
After the death of Tsaldorls, this croup became tho rallying 
point for most anti-Vcnizolists and the most important 
support of the Crown. After the establishment of tho dicta­
torship, however, tills party declared itsolf for the Republic 
Only a few months ago its loader authorized Ur. Sofoulis, 
Chief of tho Republican Party, to represent him in tho secret 
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meetings of tho political party leaders dio proclaimed the 
abolition of tlie monarchy and the removal of tho King.

3) Tho Agrarian (Chief Llylcmas, deputy of '>4n;;;, fomor 
Minister) and the Liberal-hm·?; ondont (Gk-lof 1 ·.· ^Jxcoti, 
deputy of Lesbos, former "iniotor) parties are ra^hor wook 
and arc really part of tho Republican- liberal Party from 
which they liave seceded.

4) llxo Republi c an-Pr ogre a si vo Party under 'Ir. C. Kafantaris 
(former Primo Minister and collaborator of tho late Ilr. 
Veniselos) cooperates also with tho Li tor of. Party.

5) Tho '.Jorlccrs ’ and Peasants’ .art; r rgod a,ya in *71 th tho 
Liberal Party after the death of its la dor, Ilr. Pap ansa tasiou, 
in 1036. Tills party is perhaps the first oro-Socialict party 
in Greece.

6) Tho Unionist Party has been Pouidod by the present vico-
promior of the royal ^ovoronent-in-oxilo, Ur. Ihnollopoulos. 
It ws always so mall that it never obtained a scat in 
Parliament/ Its loader, Hr. ’hriolloponlos, professor of 
sociology at the University of Athens, opposed the .Ictatorckiip 
and was deported by tho police for throe years. Io was accepted 
as a volunteer when tho war broke out and served la the front 
linos, in a unit belonging to the army of General Tsolokouglou. 
After tho conqucot of the coun ?y> he ' -articlputed actively in 
starting the underground move; ont of real chance· All those 
circumstances, together with the fact tha.· he persistently 
proclaimed tho necessity of pitiless sanctions against all 
guilty WM of the dictatorship, made Mr. ilos, »
ϊδ a '-oun can, very popular Lrougher t tho country. After 
having escaped frori occupied Greece, ·. x/evor, ho joined tas 
royal government - In—exile of Mr. Tsoudoros which is as much 
detest cd in Graeco as tho puppot government in Athens. The 
govorracnt-in-oxilo is actually the continued dictatoralxip 
of tho Lot axes regime, camouflaged under declarations of 
democratic faith without any material basis. Subsequently 
ths prestige of Hr· LLonollopoulos is said to have suffered 
inside Greece, where ho io judged us a simple oppertmxist, 
although it is recognised that ho did useful work in re­
organising tho array in exile.

7) Tho Comuni st Party, under tho German occupation and after 
tho German aggression against Russia, has boon roconstitutod 
clandestinely and takos a very active part in ths rosi 3 vuIIvG 
against tho invaders. Its nil!tents, for a loi e trained 
in conspiratorial methods, propagorida and sabotage, obtained 
satisfactory results in their efforts which gradually inspired 
widespread respect for the national work of the Ccmunists. 
The Communist Party trios to exploit this res oct to gain 
more and more influence upon the largest possible number of 
persons. Its efforts are favored by tho fact that tho
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Cau:amiGt3 are widely recorded not only as orbicularly 
effective la the tattle against t.'·.© invaders, but also as 
the only party o' Ίο and dstsrrrinsd to resist any effort to 
restore tiro royal dictatorship after ths liberation of the 
country. This popular belief is further stren^tUonad by the 
policy of the royal Govormcnt-’in-cnilo end by the conviction 
that certain Llliod circles arc also in favor of those per­
sonal 1 ties.

fiio faaine racing in the country under the Goman yoke, 
the hatred against any kind of dictatorship, the .general pro- 
lotorianisatior caused by the wholesale lootin.·· of the Nazis, 
and, the spiteful work of the Italians, are factors facili­
tating Caxsinist propaganda·

-doo only fervor .labor loader vZio Is now with the 
Quisling govern sent of Professor Loccthetopoulos in Athens 
is . r. V ..ig^i»s, Ί . a Ί ··’.,.-a. . -.c .... ') or. secre­
tory of the Labor Federation of fir cue for nsny years· 
Previously lio was on honest douocyat, anti-Hazi and pro- 
Allies. ds was removed fron ’ala post b L!r. Dini tr at os, 
who lias boon his personal onca^". nevertheless, last fall ho 
bocano Labor 1 .inictor of the ijU'Lsliiy povoricient and is now 
in chaiyo of labor conscription and of "the exploitation of 
the worke/s in the Interest of t'io Go'^.-nn and Italian invaders.

Potvosn ϊ· ivc; ·,!. <■, ·■.’., ■· ■/■■. , . 1after doe-
0_____ _

sent bo Romany. It scene, however, t'.iat the for. an authori­
ties wore not such satisfied frith the output of those workers 
who worked slowly an I were a bad oxr,. Io co the workers de­
ported into Vor.My -rasa other occupied countries. About 
two-thirds of those workers gradually avo boon a:turned to 
Greece.

In Greece propor, the workers cannot easily refuse 
work in factories seized by the Invader because thia is the 
only way to obtain food rations. Iloroevor,thoy ayo £ivon 
co· iparatively yood wayes and additional food supplies, 
nevertheless, there arc but a snali nmbor of Greek workers 
in the factories and thoy practice sa. -otacc ond slowdown 
tactics.

3io shipyard company nVaasiltadc3n has been taken over 
by the Gomans. Its plants and yards in ?irons are under 
tho direction of a rotirod Goman Admiral. A liuitod number 
of specialized workers have boon sent chore iron Germany. 
This coiipany is building wooden baryes, not laryor than 1000 
tons, equipped with Diesel onyinos co- with sails, although 
the yard is equipped to build ships up to 4000 tons.
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The Hynette arid Elouoie (near Athens) plants of ths 
Cartouchcrio Pollonique Corp.’ which specialized in the 

’manufacture of artillery shells, rifle anramition ami domes, 
vas seized by the Germane. They were ■ lodern plants and 
capable of coripor&tIvely hi jh production. Their modem 
machinery, purchased in Germany between 1955 end 1930, was 
dismounted and sent to Germany» In their place, special 
machine tools for the repair of air. lane ongincs were sent 
iron Germany, and Ger >ar specialized workers were put to work 
there under orders from the German military authorities»

The source of the replfr-t is a former j«eek army officer and 
managing editor of a leading Athens newspaper. He left Greece in 
April, 1910. and arrived in the United States in August, 19U2, having 
come by way of India.

The informant is a staunch supported of the liberal Veniselos 
party which was in power fran 1911 until 1955· In evaluating the 
report his political bias must, of course, be considered.

(Sourcei OSS, A-5620, March 20, 19^5)·
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