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INTEROFFICE MEMO

FROM: Ulins L. Moss date January 31, 1942

To: Mr. David Bruce

subject: Luncheon with the Greek Minister of Mercantile Marine, 
Stavros Theofanides

We lunched yesterday as the guests of the Minister, 
Stavros Theofanides. Present were the following:

The Minister
Mrs. Theofanides
Mr. Donald 0,. Coster
Dr. Fisher (of the International Institute for 

Student Exchange)
Leon C. Melas
Mrs. Amoss
U. L. Amoss

Following the luncheon, Messrs. Theofanides, Coster, 
Melas and I talked alone. The Minister will deliver to 
Mr. Coster a letter addressed to the Prime Minister together 
with a letter of introduction. He told Mr. Coster that he 
was at liberty to ask any facilities of any kind of the Prime 
Minister, especially if he felt that any of the services of 
the Greek Army, Navy, or other Departments could be of 
assistance to the C..0. I.

Mr. Theofanides is requesting the Prime Minister to 
forward at once all information he has as to the following:

Conditions in Greece
Number and disposition of enemy troops
Names of commanding officers
Numbers enlisted in organized irregular bands
Names of trusted men—where and how to reach them

He has also requisitioned all information that would be 
of interest to any Department of our Government.

He informs the Prime Minister that he is in unofficial 
contact with Colonel Donovan, and that he has utilized the 
authority delegated to him to offer Colonel Donovan any 
information or assistance required.

CONFIDENTIAL



- 2 -

Mr. Theofanides (because the completeness of his offer 
to Colonel Donovan is unorthodox, in that he is prepared to 
make a comnlete disclosure of Greek Government communication, 
and information) roouosts that th© procedure be Kept unofficial 
and handled through"C. 0. I. authorized personnel in London as 
well as here. Believing this to be in accord with Colonel 
Donovan’s wishes, I requested Mr. Coster to arrange to nave 
such communications, as the Prime Minister wishes to pass 
through Mr. Theofanides to us, to be placed in the hands of 
Colonel Donovan’s representative in London. I hope this meets 
with your approval. .

Since Mr. Theofanides has informed the Prime Minister 
that he is in contact with Colonel Donovan, and that he is 
informing the Colonel through me of all developments, it would 
be appreciated by the Minister if we could manage to have 
either the American Minister accredited to the Free Greek 
Government, or another American official, informally advise, 
the Prime Minister that Colonel Donovan appreciates Mr. 
Theofanides’ cooperation. Though this may seem unimportant, 
knowing the Greek psychology, I believe this little gesture 
will stimulate the Prime Minister’s unofficial collaboration, 
and will have good results by gratifying Theofanides.

Following Mr. Theofanides luncheon with Colonel 
Donovan, he has written the following statement to the Prime 
Minister and asks the following questions. He proposes to 
send this document with Lt. Donald Q. Coster and tells the 
Prime Minister that the matter must be handled secretly and 
unofficially. He informs the Prime Minister that Leon Melas 
has his full confidence but has not told him that Melas is 
employed indirectly by the C. 0. I.

Proposed Actlop

The following plan of action is being studied by a 
special department of this organization:

(a) Introduce agents into the country.

(b) Establish a two-way communication system, for 
safe transmission to us of information and 
conversely.

(c) Contact all persons whose help may be necesssrv
or useful. ' ~ J
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(d) Keep the morale of the people up and if 
necessary counteract enemy propaganda.

(e) Introduce secretly and distribute concentrated 
food, medicine, and vitamins.

(f) Forming bands of "Patriots” with the purpose 
of: sabotage and demolition—active resistance 
and harms si ng enemy’s rears and communication— 
protection of population in case of disordered 
enemy retreat.

(g) Introduce all arms, materials, and ammunition 
necessary for the above, as well as necessary 
leaders who are to be trained abroad.

Action of bands referred to in paragraph (f) will 
assume full ■activity only when armed attack, from the out­
side, is about to be started by friendly forces.

Any ideas or suggestions relative to the execution of 
the above plan would be greatly appreciated.

The organization would be very glad to have any informa­
tion, available at present, on the following points specifi­
cally:

Q-eneral

1. Rhich persons are considered as most suitable to be con­
tacted, who could be trusted to help in the execution of 
this plan?

2. Is there at present any underground channel of communica­
tion in and out of the country, and is it regularly used?

3. Can any suggestions be made as to the best way. of establish­
ing such a channel, for the exclusive use of the organiza­
tion?

B-Military.
1. Number and location of occupation troops in the country.

2. Identity of regiments or divisions and their nationality· 
if possible, names of officers in command.
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3. Recent troop movements, in or out of the country and 
inside same.

4. Morale of occupation troops.

5. Defense installations; location and importance of new 
ones; condition and alteration of those existing before

, the occupation.

6. Airports—same questions as in No. 5.

7. Naval bases—same questions as in No. 5.

0-Reaction of the Population

1. Passive resistance; is it individual or organist? In 
the latter case, by whom? Can any facts or examples be 
cited, showing extent of passive resistance as well as 
its nature?

2. Sabotage—same questions as in No. 1.

3. Active resistance: are there any bands of irregulars 
actively engaged against the occupation troops? ’̂ iVhat is 
the number of patriots estimated to take part this 
action? What is their activity? In what part of the 
country are these bands acting?

4. Whatsis, generally, the reaction of the people, their 
morale and attitude, against the occupation authorities 
and troops?

D-Political

1. Present composition of "Puppet Government" in the country.

2. What are the relations between this government and the 
people of the country—the enemy authorities?

3. Are there any persons in the country, apart from the 
above government, who do, or would like to collakora+.e 
with the bccupation authorities? If yes, can anv 
or facts be cited? J
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