
General -.etazaE at well· >nown fox· hie rr o-Germ»n symp< I e

throughout hlfi career. It εο happened that mast of tx;e rex-tons In 

charge of key nos It lone, especially In the Army ani’ lener.,1 htaff, 

upon the declaration of war, had pr ov*>d also t one tire or another, 

to have enown certain eymrathlee towards Ger;. <ny. ( 'hie, of course, 

during the last world w .r or the years Immediately follow In-.) f 

courfe, during the war at Inst Italy every single person whether of 

high or low ran1’’ showed aoeolute loyalty towards the Greek <ing and 

Government. hen the lerm n threat came, even thou-n tne Government 

under creraler korizls and without any protest from the ministers or 

General Staff, deci ed to fight lermany, many rers one hold in, imp- ,
Sj. 

ortant positions In the Administration ox· the Army shove . ertaln a. ? 

reluctance towards this war. (After tne deal;. of General etaxae, 

the Korlzle cabinet remained absolutely unchanged ,.f well °»s all /<

the Administration, Army, «nd Navy.) Thle sentiment, of course, Λ
; i ί 

was not shared in the le-,st oy the Greev people and tx.e irey In 

general who unanimously approved the prosecution of the war although 

they knew it w>t a honelsge cause.

.hen the German attack bep-*»n, a state of panic followed among 

some of the opul f. on in Eastern Inrace, largely oe .uee of the 

Incapacity of some of the local prefe ts and the usual German pat­

tern of spreading rumorc in fear. The onul-tlon under this stim- 

uIoub fled to the nearest ports here they hored f or evacuation oy 

sea. Korle 1 s, then rr! e Inleter, Her-itched Kotzl-.F to .t tern



situation. Kotzias, In '’escribing his activities \o accualntencsjr 

In this country, speaks very highly of himself, but the fact remains 

that he deserted hie functions under the pretext of »n official re­

call, returning to Athens .%nd ^f ter the sulci e of -re ler Korlzls, 

was not Included In the nev Government. In tne an roach of the 

Germans to Athens, he managed to eecare ahead of the others In a 

small fishing ooat and on putting Into a ooat on tie Island of 

Andros, Purely escaped lynching at the han’k of the disgusted 

population aho had always catalogued him »s rro-Jerman.

(Interpolation: Vre . Kotzias over a period of ye^re has 

had a serious difference with her hueo«nd oecause of his attach­

ment to the azls. re. Kotzias has seen entirely antl-Nazl 

out when Kotzias was Invited to visit -‘erlln ..·■ a German State 

guest to meet Hitler, re. Kotzias decided to accompany err 

husband out of curiosity. Hing no allowance for exaggera­

tion or too much Imagination, I give h»r account of her visit as 

told by herself; she states that they were received at the Chancel­

lory and were greeted by various functionaries in a succession of 

Impressive rooms with great ceremony until final y ushered Into 

a small modest room decorated entirely in grey. From a small do >r 

hitler entered and in a soft voice discussed Greece, Greek art, 

ind his love for Greece it , great length. -re. Kotzias st >tes 

that her really very bitter hatred of Hitler silt ed away and 

that for up out a month afterward she found herself extraordinar­

ily attracted to him until, os she put,· It, she eventually came 

to her senses. She cannot be convince' that t e did not ex er-
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Kotzias was the holder of a diplomatic passport with an -merlcan 

visa from Athene but thle diploma tie visa £»e cancelled by the 

American Embassy at Cairo and a visitor'k visa substituted, ap­

parently under Instructl one from the State Department, fotzlac 

felt very badly about thle saying that this waf done upon sugges­

tion of DlamandoDOuloE, Gree^ Inlster In 'ashington, acting under 

Instructions from hie Government. A large p rt of hie oltterneet 

toward ti.e present Gov^rncent extends from this slight. Kottlas' 

position In the United It. tee le not at *11 cle <r and ,1k oereon 

16 t; e center of a large controversy among loc»l Gree>-American 

leaders tome of whom having beer, von over to hlL own account ο 1 

the part he Ik bu ooeed to have played and others remaining en­

tirely suspicious because of h’s hist or,? f s pro-? atl Inltter 

and worker. kottlas' rogr, includes - . v ntu ! return t o Ireece 

and tne resumi tlon of hie political career 1th the highest air.ol- 

tlons. r.e hae a magnificent personality, hie Ore*rance, hie 

eplendld delivery of speech evays audiences of eople. e Is not 

coneldered very dangerous among GreFv le Adept who diecount him aa 

a man with no real character or moral coura. e.

7he first case of military sabotage came from the military 

governor of Salonl^l who ordered the troope to surrender to the 

Germans even though they had not completely exhausted tnelr am­

munition or their fighting spirit ind poet'lol Lit let-. *hen the 

English and Gree* troone h ,d retreated to tne Mt. Olympus line,
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the following Indigent^ oncurredrAhlch brought about t L suicide (, I, HIM·—I
of Premier Korizis, th* encirclement of the 3γρρ’" Army In Albania 

and nrooaoly the aooelor tlon of the fln:.l collanee.

between the 10th and oth 'f Aorll there etarte’ rourlr.g Into 

Athene h gr*at number of poldlere on leave from the front, at the 

same tie a deleg.cion of officers rrrcented themeelves to the 

King and protested moat strongly agslr.et tnle f.enervl granting 

of leaver for h ster to the troone fighting on the Olyaoue line. 

(The Sreev troore were holding the extreme left of tne front fr >;t. 

the Adriatic 3e< , over the :lncue 'ountalne Into Thesealle). Upon 

Inveetlgatlon, or 'ered by the Ί ng, It wae disci jee-‘· that λ decree 

which had oeen signed prevl ouply by the rl.:.e inleter n the 

King had oeen tampered with. ill order orlg 1- ally - . ..t« - 

month's pay to all officers and men in tne army on the occasion 

of Laster. To this decree the »or s, "v. .’th one month's le^ve" rud 

been ad ed oy the Minister of War, Paca^lmt - it. tne ’’■nowxedge of 

the inleter of the Navy, *-.η. v-tsHi ou. The effect of there leaves 

-as to deplete completely the center of the f r mt held by che >ree’< 

Army. Apparently tr.e Germane had been adviced of this, attacked 

strongly anc oro^e tnrourh from CalambaVa to ,-.eteovo on the one 

hand and to the rear of the '<ngllnh line on the other. Thus the 

Albanian Army as com·lately encircled and the English were obliged 

to retire towards Thermopllae. The discovery of tnis act of treat on 

on behalf of the Minister of ar put the Prime -Inleter In a very 

difficult position, luring a .ar Council, he was practical.y 

•h&rged with treason although subsequently it w.c proved th t tne



minis ter'ε treachery, committed suicide. The inleter of ar and

the inis ter of the Navy tried to escare fro thens by car and

reached the Northeast coast of .ttlca where a email ehlr wue ap-

oarently expecting them. The Commander of the port, however, 

forbade them to Fall and returned them to thens where they were 

put under guard. In the meantime, the new (1 ivernment had to oe 

formed out no political leader was ap arently wtiling to under­

take such a responsibility at these moments. furthermore the 

General Staff wak completely demoralised owing perharf to the 

rather weak character of the Chief of General Staff, General 

Papagoc who, although a very able and clever tactician had not 

cerhane the necessary character t > make quick deciflone «nd ee- 

reclal y to prevent the complete disorganisation that preceeded 

the entry of ,erm-n tmonf int) the "apl * . 1. (The Field Marshall

&e popularly called by the Army "corset bearer"). Finally, 

Emanuel Tsouceroe, former Governor if the Sank of Greece (a 

noted Venizellst out not a politician) uccerted to form the new

Cabinet, which, among others conk is ted of the following:

Prime Minister and -iinikter of Foreign Affaire and »r 
L. Tsouderot

Minister of Navy - Sakelarlou

Minister of Finance - Varvareeeoe

Labor, grlculture, and rational Economy - Γ-laltrato·

Public security and Police - aniadak ie

Merchant Marine - Theof;>nldlF



The Government decided to leav 

JuEtlce - DlfflltraVa>le

Freee Propaganda - Nlc

c

w

ng for

^rete which was, at the moment, considered a lt,nrrr~~^r 

Hernan Invasion. The fleet wae ordered to folio*, but *f. arently 

63-e trouble arose at this point. It 1k. bald that many officer*·

• n<* Bailor* eg red on oy · . iral ja'zelariou refuted to go. apparent­

ly thia opposition was. created oy the admiral at a form of olack- 

mall to force the King to appoint him ilnlater of the Havy, since 

when hie appointment »c confirmed, all trouble Immediately 

ceased. The (lov-rnment final y reached Jrete leaving behind 

the <lnltter of Public Security Manladakle who remained * few 

days k o as to ^eep or'er In the lanital until the arrival of the 

German troops. It mutt oe acknowledged that he discharged hie 

duties very well uv to tile point receiving even the pralee of 

the orltleh authorities whom hr helved during the evacuation.

NOTE: PlexEf refer to vrevl ouk comment* on >nl ,d-,^is, presently

in South America.


